With iib'ral heart and martial grace,

Wafted from colder isles remote:

As they preserve our laws preserv'd in wealth, in joy, in peace.

The nine hymns addressed to Hindu deities are certainly the most
noteworthy of Jones's work as an Anglo-Indian poet. They not only
give evidence of his vast knowledge of Hindu religion and philosophy,
and of his capacity for imaginative identification with the Hindu view,
but also offer the reader a rich emotional experience. They are
undoubtedly impressive as a body of poetry, wonderfully sustained by
the inspiration of authentic Indian tradition and rising now and then to
the mystical sublime. One has only to turn to passages like.

All nature glow'd, whene'er she smil'd or blush'd;
The king of serpents hush'd
His thouand heads, where diamond mirrors blaz'd,
That multiplied her image, as he gaz'd.

to appreciate the high degree of poetic sensibility and profound love of
the Hindu spirit Jones brought into the composition of the hyms.

Sn the course of the Prefaces to the hymns, Jones has tried, as we
have seen, to suggest parallels in the names of the Hindu deities and
Western (Greek or Roman) deities. He compares the following pairs:

Hindu                            Western

1.     Dipaka                           Cupid

2.      Isa                                     Isis

3.     Dyupatir                          Jupiter

4.     Sri                                    Ceres

These and other conjectures in Indo-Aryan mythology that Jones
makes seem to be quite valid; even linguistic research approves of the
approach. "The earliest literature", Cox points out, "whether of the
Hindu or the Greek, points in the direction to which the analysis of
language seems to guide us". In both alike, "we find a genuine belief
in a living power, to whom men stand in the relation of children to a
father". Thus the deities that strike us as obviously similar may be said
to have had the same mythological origin. As Jones himself says in a
different context, "We must not be surprised at finding, on a close
examination, that the characters of all the pagan deities, male and female,
melt into each other, and at last into one or two; for it seems a well-
founded opinion that the whole crowd of gods and goddesses in ancient
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